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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B10 - GLYN TARELL

Introduction

1.  As its name implies, the present community of Glyn Tarell embraces the valley of 
the afon Tarell and its main tributary the nant Cwm-llwch as they flow north-
eastwards from their source in the high Brecon Beacons to the river Usk, which 
forms part of the northern boundary of this community.   The southern half of the 
community is sparsely populated moorland, rising to three of the high peaks of the 
Beacons: Fan Frynych, Fan Fawr and Pen y Fan.  The northern half of the 
broadening valley is an area of scattered farms and dwellings, with settlements at 
the 2nd tier settlement of Libanus – Tai’r Bull and the unclassified settlement of 
Llanspyddid.  The community’s north-east boundary adjoins the 1st tier settlement of 
Brecon, to which the community as a whole would look for the provision of most of 
its main services.  Indeed, the settlement boundary of Brecon is now beginning to 
spill over the community boundary at this location, a point to which we shall return.  
The community also has important transport routes passing through it: the A40(T) 
Brecon to Llandovery, and the A470(T) Brecon to Merthyr Tydfil.

2.  The whole of this community lies within the Brecon Beacons National Park.
3.  The community has a population of 575, an electorate of 520 (2005) and a 
council of 8 members.  The community is warded: Glyn with 224 electors and three 
councillors; Llanspyddid with 194 and three; Modrydd with 50 and one, and St David 
Without with 52 and one.  The precept required for 2005 is £3,200, representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £11-92.

4.  The 1985 Review brought together the four very small communities of Glyn, 
Llanspyddid, Modrydd and western half of St David Without, following the 
consideration of several proposals to amalgamate the very small communities of 
central Brecknock.  The arrangements that were adopted at that time received 
considerable local support and were considered to best reflect community loyalties 
and social connections in the area.  Before 1985, only  the community of Glyn had a 
council: the remaining communities having the community meeting as their 
representative body.

5.  In the 1985 Review, the future of the then neighbouring community of Cantref 
was also under consideration.  (This community, some 13 miles long but nowhere 
wider than two miles, extended from the outskirts of Brecon, southwards over Pen y 
Fan, to the upper Hepste valley.)  The southern part of the community, in the upper 
Hepste valley south of Carn Caniedydd, was transferred to the community of 
Ystradfellte.  A public meeting at the time urged that “Cantref inhabitants tend to 
gravitate towards Libanus for all locally based functions”, and the merger of the 
Cantref community with the emerging new community of Glyn Tarell was suggested.  
However, the Cantref Community Meeting recommended that the whole of their 
community (except the upper Hepste valley) should be transferred to the new 
community of Llanfrynach.  The unclassified settlement at  Nant-ddu, in the very 



Final Proposals – Brecknockshire – Community B$tljbmeed.doc

south of the then community of Cantref, is some 14 miles by road from the main 
settlements in the new community at Llanfrynach and Llanhamlach.  This point was 
considered by the Commission:  “There is no direct access between the two parts of 
the present community, and we would have thought that the residents of the 
southern part must have some affinity with Libanus.  However, we are impressed by 
the wish expressed at the Community Meeting, that the community as a whole 
should be included in the same new community.”
6.  Among other boundary alterations in the 1985 Review, the farms of Blaen-
gwthryd, Pen-y-garn and Pant-cil-y-gatws were considered to have a closer affinity 
with Tai’r Bull - Libanus and were therefore transferred from the then community of 
Penpont to the new community of Glyn Tarell.   An area to the north-east of Aber-
Gwdi and including the Brecon Golf Club was transferred after much opposition to 
the community of Brecon, with the Commission commenting: “In our judgement it is 
so closely connected to that part of Brecon known as Llanfaes that it should form 
part of the town.”
7.  The Commission, prompted probably by a belief that old community loyalties and 
connections should be respected, recommended a warding arrangement for this 
community.  Its final recommendations were for a community council of eight 
members in a warded community: Glyn - 3 councillors, Llanspyddid - 3, Modrydd - 1 
and St David Without - 1.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

8.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment

9.  We have already noted that the small group of dwellings at Nant-ddu, in the very 
south of the Cantref ward of the community of Llanfrynach, is some 14 miles by road 
from the main settlements in their community at Llanfrynach and Llanhamlach, and 
we join in the opinion expressed by the Commission in 1985 that the residents must 
have a greater affinity with Libanus - Tai’r Bull.  We cannot consider that it is in the 
interests of effective and convenient local government for this anomaly to remain.  
Therefore, we propose that the southern area of the Cantref ward of the community 
of Llanfrynach, west of the ridgeline that follows Craig Fan-ddu and Twyn 
Mwyalchod and including the group of dwellings at Nant-ddu should be transferred 
to the community of Glyn Tarell.  We estimate that some 19 electors will be affected 
by this transfer.

10.  We have also noted that the settlement boundary of the town of Brecon is now 
beginning to spill over the community boundary where the town adjoins Glyn Tarell: 
part of the new Brecon Cattle Market is already located within Glyn Tarell, and the 
industrial estates at Brecon Enterprise Park and Ffrwdgrech Industrial Estate nearly 
abut the boundary.  (In our Practice and Policy Document for this Review, we have 
stated our broad aim of ensuring that the settlement boundaries of Powys’s towns 
do not extend outside their community boundaries.)  In this area, the community 
boundary, having left the river Usk, crosses the countryside, following field 
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boundaries and roads.  We consider that a small adjustment in this boundary, 
affecting no electors, should be made, transferring a small part of the community of 
Glyn Tarell to the community of Brecon.

11.  The total electorate of Glyn Tarell has increased from 360 in 1979 to 520 in 
2005.  The Brecon Beacons Unitary Development Plan includes one site for the 
development of 21 dwellings at Libanus – Tai’r Bull; 13 of these dwellings have 
already been built and have had their effect on the electorate.  Further development 
will be limited to dwellings for agriculture or forestry in accordance with policy ES12 
of the Plan and conversions, renovations, demolition and replacement and the 
enabling of affordable housing in accordance with policies  ES24-30 of the Plan.  We 
note that this community’s electorate will continue, therefore, to lie in the range of 
540 electors, suggesting an entitlement in accordance with Table 7 - Guide to 
Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to eight councillors.

12.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether this community 
should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to  apply the criteria in 
Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this matter, and these are that 
(a) the number or distribution of the local government electors for the community is 
such as to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or 
inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that areas of the community should be 
separately represented on the community council.  We have noted that the 
electorates of two of the existing wards are extremely small: Modrydd - 50 and St 
David Without - 52; this in itself suggests that separate ward elections would be 
meritless.  We do not consider that the number or distribution of the local 
government electors for this community is such as to make a single election of 
community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; indeed, all electors in the 
community currently vote at the same polling station which is the County Primary 
School, Tai’r Bull, Libanus.  Likewise, we do not consider that it is any longer 
desirable for areas of this community to be separately represented on the 
community council.  Arguably, the one integrating force within the community is the 
main highway network and the A470(T), which all the unclassified county roads in 
the community access.  Therefore, there is a natural convergence to the main 
settlement in the community, the 2nd tier  settlement of Libanus – Tai’r Bull.

Draft Proposals

13.  That there should be a Community of Glyn Tarell, comprising the present 
community of that name together with the southern area of the Cantref ward of the 
community of Llanfrynach, west of the ridgeline that follows Craig Fan-ddu and Twyn 
Mwyalchod and including the group of dwellings at Nant-ddu, and less a small area 
of the community adjoining the community of Brecon which we propose should be 
transferred to the community of Brecon;

That the community should have a council of eight members;

That the community should not be warded.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
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Councillor

520 8 65

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

14.  In our review of the community of Llanfrynach we have received several forms 
of submission together with several detailed letters and electronic mail opposing our 
proposals with regard to the transfer of areas from that community to the community 
of Glyn Tarell.  A petition has also been received to the same effect, which will be 
referred to as the “Voting for Cantref” petition.  These are detailed in full in our Final 
Proposals document for that community.

15.  The correspondents state that the southern parts of the community of 
Llanfrynach, into the Taf Fechan valley and beyond, are co-terminus with long-
standing grazing rights of the farmers of their Cantref ward.  Therefore,  the 
commoners’ and graziers’ organisations form a big part of local governance as well 
as the local community council.  There are fears for the implications of partitioning 
these long-standing grazing rights between communities.  It is considered important 
that boundaries and tracts of land remain under the jurisdiction of the one 
community council; otherwise local graziers would lose their representation on 
issues such as footpaths, future planning decisions, road maintenance and the 
collection of litter.  It is contended that it is this grazing tradition, held by the farmers 
of Cantref, which acts as the best guardian of this area.

16.  While some correspondents concede that the Nant-ddu area in the extreme 
south of the community is “physically out on a limb” from the remainder of the 
community of Llanfrynach, there are also suggestions that since the closure of 
Libanus School and Community Centre, the residents there have no particular 
affinity with Libanus-Tai’r Bull either.  It is significant that eight of the residents of 
Nant-ddu have signed the “Voting for Cantref” petition.

17.  Mr Ian Mitchell of The Held, Cantref,  has stated “At present we vote at Libanus 
and are not included within the Cantref boundaries.  However, in many respects we 
are very much part of the Cantref community, and are included in all social and 
cultural events… we would very much welcome being included within Cantref.”

Assessment

18.   In our Final Proposals for the community of Llanfrynach, we have 
acknowledged the strength of feeling that our Draft Proposals have generated in the 
Cantref ward of that community.  These have necessitated a complete rethink of our 
proposals for that community: a rethink centred on the retention and the possible 
bolstering of the Cantref ward.

19.  Doubts have been raised over our proposed transfer of that area to the west of 
Craig Fan-ddu and Twyn Mwyalchod, which focuses on the small unclassified 
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settlement of Nant-ddu with its 19 electors, to the community of Glyn Tarell.  We 
gave our reasons for our draft proposal in paragraph 9 above, but these views are 
now contradicted by the eight Nant-ddu signatories of the “Voting for Cantref” 
petition.  We now consider that, in the absence of unequivocal local support for our 
proposals, it would be inappropriate to proceed with our proposals for the transfer of 
this area to the community of Glyn Tarell, and our Final Proposals are amended 
accordingly.  Furthermore, we consider that the views of the residents of The Held, 
Cantref, should be taken into account; they request a small boundary adjustment to 
include their property within the Cantref Ward of  the community of Llanfrynach, and 
we now add this proposal to our Final Proposals. 

20.  We have received no comments or submissions on our Draft Proposals from 
the electors or the council of the community of Glyn Tarell.

Final Proposals

21.  That there should be a Community of Glyn Tarell, comprising the present 
community of that name less a small area of the community adjoining the community 
of Brecon which we propose should be transferred to the community of Brecon and 
less a small area of the community at The Held which we propose should be 
transferred to the community of Llanfrynach;

That the community should have a council of eight members;

That the community should not be warded.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

520 8 65


